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Psalm 100:5
For the Lord is good and His love endures forever;
His faithfulness continues through all generations.

Last Sunday we started passing out the invitations to the GVBC 100th

Anniversary Luncheon to be held at the Torrance Marriott Hotel on
Saturday, August 16. It will be a time for friends and family to gather
together and celebrate God’s faithfulness. I do not know all the people
who have been connected to GVBC over the years. I remember in the
sixties, while attending Gardena High School, classmates attended
GVBC. I know when I meet people in the South Bay many will say, “I
went to GVBC when I was a kid (or as a young adult)” or “I heard great
Christian music at Teen Christian Fellowship.” The ministry of GVBC
has touched many lives.

In the Old Testament scriptures we see many celebrations or festivals
centered on the actions of God toward and for His people. God is a God
of celebrations. Remembering His work and His deeds seems to be a
part of Jewish life and at these occasions there was singing, dancing,
great food, and joy. The people celebrated and remembered God, His
work, His love and His faithfulness.

The word faithfulness is a key word to describe God. Faithfulness is a
sort of religious term for trustworthiness. It describes someone who has
earned trust and continues to be trusted. God is to be trusted because
He is trustworthy as proven by His actions toward His people.

In our world we are asked to trust many people or institutions. Who do
you have your savings with?  Who is your retirement with?  Who
advises you on your investments?  Who built your car, your appliances?
All these want us to trust them with a part of our lives, yet, are they
trustworthy?  Maybe for the short term, but what about for the long
term?  We even put ourselves in the position to be trusted. Trust your
instincts, trust your knowledge, trust your wisdom, trust your world view.

God has been trustworthy for centuries. He has proven Himself
trustworthy with everything we trust Him with. To Moses He said, “Trust
me and I will lead you to freedom; trust me and walk between the walls
of water.” To Daniel He said, “Trust me with your worship and you will
not become food for lions.” To Elijah He said, “Trust me with your
sacrifice and I will light your fire.” And with Jesus, He tells us to trust
Him with our lives and He will give them back to us for eternity.

God is trustworthy for the small areas of our lives and for the larger
areas of our lives. And for this church, He has been trustworthy from
generation to generation for 100 years. I hope you will join us to
celebrate God’s faithfulness on August 16. The whole family is invited!

As we look at God’s faithfulness (trustworthiness), ask yourselves,
“What have I trusted God with lately?  Was He trustworthy?”  God is
faithful every day to those who put their trust in Him.

His child,
Steve

Pastor Steve Langley
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MAY BOARD REPORT
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR

Over the past few years, our church has been blessed with the addition of many new members from both the
English and Japanese language congregations. During our May meeting, your Board was privileged to
approve the applications of several new members: Tomi Aoyama and Mai Castilla via transfer; Ami Inoue via
Christian experience; and Chisato Nelson, Patric Nelson, and Julie Shirota via baptism.  Congratulations to
our new GVBC members!

At the same time, it was the Board’s sad duty, as required by the church constitution, to remove several
beloved church members from our membership list because the Lord called them home. Four of our
members, Jan Gohata, Kiyo Nakamae, Aki Tsukahara and Kay Young, passed away within a one-month period. Pastor
Steve noted this was the largest number he has seen in such a short time.

Your Board noted, for the first quarter of 2014, GVBC’s financial income was not as fruitful as anticipated. Year-to-date
as of the end of March, the church received $291,591 while expenses totaled $306,080. Total expenses outpaced total
revenue by $14,489. However, your Board noted, for the month of April, preliminary estimates showed an increase in
giving, partially due to a generous, one-time gift and substantial gifts received on Easter Sunday.

Nehemiah giving dropped off considerably for the month of April. The church received $27,643 for April, which is less
than the $36,167 projected for the month. So far, Nehemiah giving for the year has been somewhat mixed.

For various reasons there was a delay in Board review of a 2008 CPA-reviewed financial statement that was presented
in draft form to the church in late 2010. The review is substantially less in scope than an audit, but it gives the church a
sense of the accuracy and reliability of the church’s balance sheet and related statement of income and cash flows for
year ended as of December 31, 2008. Your Board reviewed and accepted the financial statement.

Until next month . . .
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George & Shig Hirano
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OUR MISSION FIELD
“GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . . .” MATTHEW 28:19

2014 GVBC JAPAN TEAM UPDATE

Hello GVBC!

My name is Tommy Park and I'm leading this year's Japan Team which GVBC is
sending to the Oasis Chapel Rifu in Japan from August 6 — 19. The team is made
up of myself, Diana Sakata, Tommy Morse, and Anna Osato. It's a smaller team this
year as compared to last year, but we are excited for what the Lord has in store for
us.

A few months ago the Japan Team spent the weekend in San Clemente to prepare
for our mission to Japan. We were blessed to have one of the missionaries we
support, Erin Kawaye, come and help train us. Also, Pastor Eiji & Emi Osato, Stan &
Nancy Terasaki, and James Hirano taught some of the sessions while Linda
Hayashi, Wendy Hirano, and Lauren Butt helped plan and prepare meals.

It was a blessing to spend the weekend together as the Body of Christ, learning
about the importance of culture, the Biblical basis of God's mission to the world, and
how God has been working in Japan up until now. We also were able to bond as a
team and we learned how God has uniquely created each one of us and how we can
serve together.

We are grateful to the GVBC family for their prayers and support as we continue to
prepare to depart. We hope to be good representatives of GVBC to bless and
encourage our brothers and sisters at Oasis Chapel Rifu. Please stay tuned for how
you can help support the team and Oasis Chapel Rifu over the next few months.

Arigato!
Tommy Park
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With gratefulness, Kiyoko Tanizaki acknowledges God’s blessings on her family. The immediate
family was formerly Buddhist before they became Christians. Today, there are five generations of
Tanizaki Christians. In addition to her late husband Calvin and herself, there are her sons, daughter-
in-laws, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. This also includes Kiyoko’s late, beloved mother-in-
law, Tami. “I know it was all God’s doing!” she beamed.

A GOOD LIFE IN JAPAN
Both from Buddhist backgrounds, Kiyoko and Calvin — along with sons, Fred (then age five) and

Jim (age three) — lived a good life in Nagoya, Japan. One day, Calvin (a Kibei who was born in the
U.S. and returned to live in Japan) related to Kiyoko that he wanted to move to the U.S. Initially,
Kiyoko did not welcome this news, but being a faithful wife she went along with his decision. In spring
and winter of 1958, Calvin and Kiyoko came and settled in Los Angeles. In June 1960, Fred and Jim
followed. The following year, paternal grandmother, Tami, joined the family.

THE TANIZAKIS MEET OUR LORD AND SAVIOR
Both Calvin and Kiyoko worked fulltime to support the family which left grandmother, Tami, to raise the
boys. In 1965, the Tanizakis moved to Gardena. Their son Jim became friends with Paul Hayase
(formerly of our church body) who invited him to Sunday school at GVBC. After attending youth camp,
Jim had a fervent desire to study the Bible. Jim continued attending GVBC, continuously studying the
Word and actively involved in ministry. Early in high school he accepted the Lord. With loving concern
for his family, he prayed for each of them to accept the Lord. In time, his prayers were answered. The
prayers and witness of Jim’s life brought his brother and mother to the Lord. They were both baptized in
1973.

Although Tami was a practicing Buddhist, who attended temple, she was touched by how Christianity
positively affected her grandsons. Tami shared with Kiyoko, “The boys must be reading the Bible
because it is affecting their lives in a good way.”  In 1974, Tami surprised Kiyoko by asking, “Can I go
with you to church?”  Tami began attending the Nichigo services with Kiyoko and eventually became a
Christian at age 84. After growing up in Japan where Buddhism was part of her culture as well as one
of two prevalent religions, Tami’s conversion was a miracle!

GROW IN YOUR NEW FAITH
God also worked in the Buddhist priest when Tami and Kiyoko (as her Japanese/English translator)
went to the temple in East L.A. to let him know she and her family had become Christians. Rather than
discouraging Tami after hearing the news of her conversion, the Sensei encouraged her and the family
to grow strong in their new faith. Following many generations of practicing Buddhists, the Tanizakis, as
new Christians, were happy to remove all the Buddhist artifacts and shrines from their home.

Even after Fred and Jim became adults and left home, Kiyoko, Calvin, and Tami made Mt. Hermon a
summer vacation destination. In 1984, while at Mt. Hermon, Calvin went forward during an altar call to
receive the Lord. Kiyoko could not contain her excitement, immediately phoning Fred and Jim to convey
the good news, “Your father received the Lord!”

THE TANIZAKI CHRISTIAN LEGACY CONTINUES
It has been a blessing for Kiyoko to see Fred and Jim marry strong Christians and raise their children in
solid Christian homes. The Christian legacy continues with Kiyoko’s grandchildren, marrying Christians
and raising her great-grandchildren as Christians.  Kiyoko’s oldest son,  Rev. Dr. Fred Tanizaki,
ministers as Executive Pastor at Wintersberg Presbyterian Church (WPC) in Garden Grove where his
wife, Mary, and family attend.  Rev. Tanizaki spoke at GVBC not too long ago. Younger son, Jim and
his wife, Nancy, and family also attend WPC where Jim is actively involved in ministry. Both Mary and
Nancy are also actively involved in ministry. During the week, Jim works as a Senior Assistant District
Attorney in Orange County.

KIYOKO IS ACTIVELY INVOLVED WITH NICHIGO
Beginning in the early 70s, Kiyoko has been actively involved in ministry with Nichigo. When she first
attended the worship services, the congregation was mainly composed of Issei (first generation
Japanese who emigrated to the U.S. after the Oriental exclusion proclamation of 1907 and was thus

5)

THE RIGHT DIRECTION
PROFILE OF KIYOKO TANIZAKI
“A STEP CLOSER TO THE CROSS IS A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.” — DAVID JAMES, CHRISTIAN RADIO
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ineligible by law, until 1952, to become a U.S. citizen).

As she worshipped and ministered beside the Issei, she was touched by their faithfulness. They
were not only humble, but hard working, generous, considerate, self-disciplined, and self-
sustaining. Although their personal funds were very limited, the Issei financed the building of the
original chapel (now demolished). The Issei sacrificed through their giving and realized the
importance of building a chapel not only for themselves, but for future generations. Kiyoko
affirmed, “God gave the Issei a lofty vision which they faithfully brought to fruition.” The Issei set
a good example to Kiyoko about genuine Christianity. Over a span of approximately 40 years,
Kiyoko was ministered to at GVBC by the Nichigo Revs. Nishimoto, Amano, Kamiyama, Otani,
and currently Rev. Eiji Osato. Kiyoko shared, “I love this church and enjoy the people.”

TRUST IN THE LORD AND LEAN NOT ON YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING
Whenever her grandchildren graduate from college, she quotes Proverbs 3:5,6  in their
graduation cards. The passage is one of Kiyoko’s favorites and one which she lives by and
encourages her family to live by.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”

In retrospect, Kiyoko can see God’s plan for her family. He brought the Tanizakis to the U.S.,
knowing they would eventually become Christians here. Today, she feels truly blessed to have
such a loving and supportive Christian family and to serve a mighty God.

(Kiyoko Tanizaki Profile Continued from page 4)

FAMILY NEWS
“A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

Our prayers and condolences go out to those who have lost loved ones
To our Pastor James Chang and family in the sudden passing of his 95 year-old grandfather (his
mother’s father) who passed away on Wednesday, May 21. The memorial service will be held in
North Hollywood and Pastor James will officiate. He asks prayers for the Lord’s comfort and
guidance for his grieving family, especially for his mother.

To Craig & Tina Hara and family in the passing of Craig’s mother, Alice. The memorial service
will be on Tuesday, June 10 at 6:00 p.m. at GVBC. Interment will be held on Wednesday, June
11. Pastor Steve Langley will officiate.

Wedding announcement

Congratulations to Greg & Paula (Luparat) Phillips who were married
on Saturday, May 24 in Malibu. Proud family members are Greg’s
mother (Nichigo member) Miyoko Phillips and sister and brother-in-
law, Amy & Scott Kushigemachi.

Right Hand of Fellowship
On Sunday, May 25 we welcomed our newest member to GVBC:

Julie Shirota



GVBC CENTENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 22, Lakewood Golf Course. Registration
forms coming soon!

WOMEN’S WEEKEND
Friday, October 17, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, October
18, 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Friday will be a Women's Night of
Worship. Saturday we’ll have messages, crafts, workshops,
etc. Save the date!

FYI EVENTS CALENDAR
WORKDAY
Saturday, June 7, starting at 8:00 a.m. No experience
needed. Lunch will be provided.

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY
Sunday, June 15. Graduates from middle school and up
who attend GVBC. Fill out the flyer in the Narthex to
register your graduate.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, June 14, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Refreshments
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome.
For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676,
eiji@gvbc.net. Next Bilingual Service is July 12.

SUMMER ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Monday, June 23, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m., Community Hall,
FREE. This is a talent and hobby showcase for kids and
adults hosted by the Evangelism Ministry. The evening
includes children’s and adult hobby exhibits; build your
own ice cream sundae; popcorn, crafts for kids, and
summer music. We need helpers!  See the Guest Center
after the worship services for volunteer opportunities or
contact Cindy Matsuda at cindy@gvbc.net. Invite your
family and friends and those you’ve been praying for.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays of June 21, July 19, Aug. 30, 8:00 a.m. —
1:00 p.m., Community Hall. All men invited.

EPIC COLLEGE-AGE SUMMER RETREAT
Friday, June 27 to Monday, June 30, Lake Arrowhead,
cost: $110. To register, email Pastor Chris Koga at
chris@gvbc.net.

WOMEN’S TEA
Saturday, June 28, 1:30 – 4:00 p.m., Community Hall.
Save the date and please join us for an afternoon tea!
Registration will begin on Sunday, June 8.

GVBC REUNION FOR TEEN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Saturday, July 12 at GVBC, 12:00 noon, potluck lunch, in
celebration of our 100th Anniversary. TCF was a Sunday
night fellowship and youth ministry in the late 1960s to the
late 1980s. If you were part of GVBC youth/college groups
during this era, please join us for a time of fellowship, food,
music and special guests. Baptist Youth Fellowship
members from the mid 40s thru 50s are welcomed, too.
And, please spread the word to invite your friends.
Questions?  Contact Kent Komae at: kkomae@aol.com.

GVBC JOB CLUB
Meets once a month on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. in room
119. Our next meeting will be August 12.

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP
Sunday, July 27 to Friday, August 1, Oak Glen Christian
Conference Center. Early Bird: $246 per student before
June 15. Second child discounts and scholarships
available. See Layne Wakuta, Pastor Daniel Matsuda or
the church office for registration forms.

100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION LUNCHEON
Saturday, August 16, Marriott Hotel, Torrance. Space is
limited. First come, first serve so return your RSVP soon!
Please list your name and all your quests’ names on your
RSVP card.

PRIMETIMER’S UPCOMING TOUR
Nebraska/Spam Museum Tour: Wednesday, Sept. 24 to
Wednesday, October 1. Cost: double occupancy $1,899
(single add $399) per person. Travel Insurance is NOT
included. Final Payment due no later than Thursday,
July 24 (make checks payable to GVBC with Nebraska
Tour in memo line). For further info and reservations
contact Keiko or Richard Imatomi.

6

VBS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS !!!
VBS is a wonderful opportunity for everyone in the GVBC
body to minister to the young children in our neighborhood
and in our church. See the Volunteer registration form,
available on the Narthex counter, or in the Courtyard after
the worship services. Return forms to the VBS box in the
Narthex, church office, registration table, or place it in the
offering bag. Questions?  Contact Marcy Cottrell at
mfcottrell@earthlink.net or the office. DEADLINE to
volunteer is Sunday, June 29.
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ONLINE GIVING
Don’t have a check or cash handy?  You can give online!
For various opportunities to donate check our website at www.gvbc.net “Give.”

The SPIRIT is copyrighted © 2014 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683,
FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley,
ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of
the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to
editing and/or postponement.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, June 18 at www.gvbc.net. Hard copies available in the GVBC Narthex and in the back of
the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, June 15.

GVBC SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
Two college scholarships are available this year:

Christian Service Scholarship
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to those who use their Spiritual gifts in
Christian service.
Meriko Kishiyama Scholarship
Meriko Kishiyama was a dedicated Christian who had a strong love and ministry for the
youth. She also devoted herself to personal evangelism and follow-up. This scholarship is
given by friends and family of Meriko Kishiyama to assist a Christian young person with
their education and to help them realize the place Jesus Christ should have in their lives.

Applications for both scholarships are available in the Narthex or online at www.gvbc.net.
DEADLINE is June 20.

PARKING ON SUNDAYS
Every Sunday, we have the use of the Union Bank parking lot,
located on the corner of Western Ave and 158th St!  Please help
ease congestion by parking there.

GARDENA HUMAN SERVICES EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY AND
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
During the month of June, we will be collecting monetary donations for our annual One
Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS). We’re also collecting non-perishable items and/or
money donations for the Gardena Emergency Food Pantry. Please place non-perishable
items in the brown box in the Narthex. A list of needed items is on the Narthex counter.
Please check expiration dates!

Make checks out to GVBC and designate your donation on the memo line, such as:
“Food Pantry” or “OGHS.” For online monetary donations go to www.gvbc.net, “Give.”

Food Pantry
and

OGHS

GREECE AND TURKEY “IN THE STEPS OF PAUL” 12-DAY TOUR
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3 TO FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2014
Join Reverends Steve Langley and Sam Tonomura as they lead you on an
inspirational 12-day trip, tracing the journeys of the Apostle Paul in ancient Asia
Minor. Cost: $3,995 per person. DEADLINE for full payment is Friday, July 25.
Pick up a flyer on the Narthex counter for more information.
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Steve Langley Senior Pastor ext. 0

Daniel Matsuda Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

Eiji Osato Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

James Chang Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

Annette Kakimoto Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

Chris Koga Assistant Pastor, College ext. 685

Layne Wakuta Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

Susan Wakuta Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

Michelle Koga Nursery Director
Tammy Hernandez Early Childhood Coordinator
J.J. Frey Worship Coordinator
Naoto Funada Nichigo Worship Coordinator
Wendy Nakano Office Manager ext. 672

Peggy Kushigemachi Financial Assistant ext. 675

Jan Magnani Secretary ext. 671

Rei Abe Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

Aubrey Matsunami Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678

Susie Shelley Newsletter Editor ext. 673

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa Maintenance Asst
Gerald Mayewaki Maintenance, AV Asst.
Robert Kato Sunday Services, Assistant

GVBC StaffWorship Schedule

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

~ STUCK TOGETHER ~
SUNDAY, JUNE 8

Pastor Daniel Matsuda=1 Corinthians 7:1-40
Devoted to Christ: Marriage when the time is short

SUNDAY, JUNE 15/FATHER’S DAY & GRADUATES
1 Corinthians 8:1-9, 27

Living for Christ: The Right to Relinquish Rights

SUNDAY, JUNE 22
1 Corinthians 10:1-33

Eating with Christ: All for the Glory of God

SUNDAY, JUNE 29
1 Corinthians 11:1-34

Headship of Christ: We are Interdependent


